The role of eicosanoids in mediating blood flow alterations in endotoxin shock.
The vasoactive metabolites of arachidonic acid TxA2 and sulfidopeptide-leukotrienes appear to play a role in mediating hemodynamic alterations in endotoxic shock. The ultimate goal of these and other studies in shock is, however, to understand the mechanisms underlying the pathogenic changes in human shock states in order to develop effective treatment. Recent studies (see reviews by Ball, 1988) have implicated eicosanoids in pathogenesis of shock in man confirming the directions provided by the bolus endotoxin studies and suggest additional investigations of hemodynamics following interventions designed to alter eicosanoid synthesis in shock.